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A New Day
Jesse Jackson '88
Campaign Goes
to Atlanta
Jamala Rogers

A

TLANTA - The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson was
greeted by thousands in an emotional welcome
to Atlanta, as he arrived July 16, 1988, on
board the Jackson Action Rainbow Express.

Jackson's caravan received tumultuous welcomes as it passed
through Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee. It was a fitting arrival in Atlanta for a campaign that began in the snowy fields
of Iowa, and astounded the media and political pundits as
it amassed nearly seven million votes across the country. A
campaign that kindled hope in a new generation as it laid
the foundation for a new electoral majority which can change
the face of America.
It has been a difficult campaign. Outspent by his rivals $6
to $1, outstaffed 3 to 1, the victim of orchestrated attacks by
racists like New York's Mayor Ed Koch, dismissed and disrespected by the media and white Democratic Party leadership,
Jesse Jackson and his campaign still succeeded in waging a race
which fired the imagination and hope of the country. The
Jackson campaign won over 1,100 delegates, 88 congressional
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districts and 13 states, with strong second place finishes in
33 other states.
The Jackson campaign won major changes in the Rules
Committee towards fairer elections in 1992, including elimination of the undemocratic winner-take-all and bonus elections, and a reduction of superdelegates by 244 (eliminating
all Democratic National Committee members from superdelegate status).
Bentsen

It has been a difficult campaign. Gov. Michael Dukakis
chose Lloyd Bentsen for the vice presidential nomination, failing to extend the minimal courtesy of notifying Rev. Jackson
prior to the press. In doing so, Dukakis demonstrated not
only his desire to mollify the right wing of the Democratic
Party, but also an arrogance, ignorance, racism and gracelessness under pressure which bodes ill for his ability to pull
together the kind of coalition necessary to defeat Bush in
November.
Sen. Bentsen of Texas, described as a "moderate," supports
contra aid, mandatory prayer in public schools, limitation of
busing for school desegregation, and i<; a major recipient of
PAC money.
Gerald W. McEntee, president of the AFSCME union, said,
"His voting average started out rather low, but it's been good
... in the last few years." However, most Jackson delegates
are unconvinced as the Democratic National Convention begins in Atlanta.
Rev. Jackson said, "The Governor's recommendation of
Lloyd Bentsen represents his inclusion of the right wing of
the Democratic Party in his campaign. We have yet to see
any efforts to include the progressive wing of the Democratic
Party." Jackson delegate Carmelita Gutierrez said, "I cannot support Bentsen. He supports the contras who are killing
Nicaraguans every day. I see the importance of defeating Bush.
For myself, I support Rev. Jackson for the presidency and for
the vice presidency."
Assemblywoman Maxine Waters, speaking on the ABC program Nightline, expressed the sentiments of the over-
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whelming majority of Jackson supporters when she said,
"Dukakis has had the opportunity to deal with Jesse Jackson
in a fair and up-front way. He clearly has not done that. Unless
Jesse Jackson and his constituency are working hard for
Dukakis, there cannot be a Democrat in the White House."
Waters added, "We have some minority planks that we're
going to push forward with ... We're going to vote for Jesse
Jackson. His name is going to be placed in nomination. We're
not going to move from that position. ... I don't think
Dukakis understands the importance of Jesse Jackson and
the kind of constituency he has built, and what it means in
this day and in this time. ... This is a new day and a new
way, and it won't be business as usual."
Assemblywoman Waters also did not rule out efforts to place
Rev. Jackson's name in nomination for the vice presidency.
Already a petition is being circulated by Jackson delegates
in the Southwest to gather the necessary 300 signatures (with
no more than 50 signatures per state) to place Jackson's name
in nomination for the vice presidency on July 21, 1988.
Also, as of July 13, the Jackson campaign had stopped all
platform negotiations, and delegates expect to fight on the
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floor for some or all of the Jackson minority planks. As the
more than 1,100 Jackson delegates and the Jackson campaign
gather their forces in Atlanta, there is a determination to fight
and to continue to win, and to build the people's movement.
The long road to Atlanta

In reply to reporters who questioned why his campaign is
continuing, Rev. Jackson replied, "The quest for justice and
peace is endless. Those who look for the campaign to end
are lacking a sense of history."
Jesse Jackson and his campaign are the continuation of
the historic fight for equality, justice and democracy of the
African American people - a fight which began with the
struggle against slavery, leading to the revolutionary promise
of the Civil War and then to the betrayal of Reconstruction
and the establishment of Jim Crow segregation. This struggle
has continued from that time on. The African American people
have led the struggle for democracy, not only for themselves,
but for everyone in America.
From the beginning of this decade, Jackson and the Black
community have spearheaded, led and provided the main force
for the difficult fight to turn the tide against the right-wing
onslaught ushered in by the Reagan administration. From the
anti-apartheid movement, to the election of Harold Washington
in Chicago in 1983, to Jackson's run for the presidency in
1984, to the Democratic victory in the Senate in 1986 and
the defeat of Bork in 1987, and on to the Jackson '88 campaign, this powerful movement has brought together the
democratic aspirations of a new progressive electoral majority
- of workers, farmers, women, students, and people of all
nationalities.
In his 1988 campaign, Jackson forged a powerful united
front of African Americans, bringing together all progressive
sectors of the Black community - from businessmen like Percy
Sutton and John Johnson, to Black elected officials, to athletes
like Magic Johnson and artists like Bill Cosby and Stevie Wonder.
Above all, Jackson galvanized the African American masses,
gave expression to their desire for self-determination, and forced
the cohesion and accountability of all progressive sectors of
the Black Liberation Movement.

The Jackson campaign is not a conventional political campaign which serves the ambitions of a politician. The Jackson
campaign is about democracy, about hope, about a new day.
At the 79th convention of the NAACP in Washington, D.C.,
Jackson said, "On July 21, fulfilling the hopes and dreams
and answering the prayers of Fannie Lou Hamer and Medgar
Evers, my name will go in nomination for the Presidency of
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Latino community support for Jackson in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 1988.

This united front captured over 95070 of the Black vote for
Jackson. From this strong base, Jackson went on to win 25%
of the Chicano vote in South Texas, 3611,10 of the Chicano/Latino vote in California, and nearly 50% of the Chicano/Latino vote in East Los Angeles. Among white voters, Jackson
doubled, tripled, even quadrupled his vote, reaching a high
of 351170 in Oregon. Even in the historically conservative South,
Jackson's 1988 white vote grew immensely. Jackson did
phenomenally well among Asian Americans, long considered
a "conservative" voting group, capturing 46% of the Asian
vote in California and raising substantial amounts of money.
A. new day. a new way. we will never surrender

-------------------------------------

the United States of America. When my name goes in nomination, our foreparents cry out from their graves. When my
name goes in nomination, our struggle is being vindicated.
When my name goes in nomination, we're not making hysteria, we're making history. When 1 win, you win. We're too
close to where we're going, and too far from where we've come
;' ·m to turn back now. 1 will never surrender."
At the convention, there will be many attempts to divide
the ranks of Jackson's delegates and supporters. Jackson's large
and disciplined contingent of delegates needs to remain firmly
united, along with the many Jackson supporters gathered in
Atlanta, so they can represent the interests of Jesse Jackson
and of the seven million people who worked and voted for
him, and who are watching from home.
The movement which began when the first slave stood up
in the South, through the lives and struggles of W.E.B. DuBois,
Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks and Fannie Lou Hamer, joined
by fighters for other oppressed people, such as Juan Cortina,
continues on. We should fight hard, aim for victory, keep our
eyes on the prize, and above all, keep our sights on building
a movement to ensure the full realization of the hopes embodied in Jesse Jackson's 1988 campaign: liberation, jobs,
peace, equality and justice.

David Dinkins for
NYC mayor
A race to beat
Koch and become city's
first Black mayor

N

EW YORK - Manhattan Borough President
David N. Dinkins may well become New York
City's first African American mayor in the
September 1989 municipal elections.

Dinkins announced his candidacy Feb. 14, 1989, at a crowded
press conference that was as celebratory as it was historic.
Flanked by his wife, Joyce, and Congressman Charles Rangel
of Harlem, he stated, "I am running because New Yorkers
deserve leadership that can set a new tone, offer a renewed
spirit of hope and optimism, reawaken citizen participation
and restore civility to the governmental process."
Dinkins' announcement culminated months of anticipation
and set off an explosion of excitement throughout the city. After
12 years of class and racial polarization under Mayor Ed Koch,
which hit rock bottom during last year's presidential primaries
when he used racial hysteria to attack Jesse Jackson, many
people are anxious for a change.
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Manhattan Borough President David Dinkins at a rally for racial, economic
and social justice, January 16, 1989.

While past efforts by progressives to unseat Koch have failed,
Dinkins is believed to have a very good chance of winning.
Recent polls show Dinkins ahead of all prospective candidates,
including Koch. The 61-year-old Harlem leader is considered
to be one of the few African Americans who can unite the
city's various African American political factions, as well as
Latinos, labor and liberal Jews. He is widely respected as a
principled, decent and caring person, and an advocate for the
poor.
With Bush's election and the setbacks in Chicago's Black
community, Dinkins' historic campaign for empowerment is
quickly becoming a national rallying point. Already, African
American and other progressive activists from Chicago, Pennsylvania, the South and elsewhere are volunteering to bring
bus loads of volunteers into New York to do voter registration and campaign work.
Koch must gol

David Dinkins offers a democratic and progressive alternative. Koch claims credit for having led the city back from
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the brink of bankruptcy in the mid!70s. But his policies have
blatantly favored the rich and super-rich, while the quality
of life for the majority has deteriorated. The middle class and
workers have been squeezed, and poor people, especially
African Americans and Latinos, have been pushed to the
margins of society.
In the shadows of Trump Tower and Wall Street are 90,000
homeless people, a failed public school system, an unrelenting AIDS and drug epidemic, and a Black unemployment rate
twice that of whites.
Koch has encouraged racial violence, as seen in the cases
of Michael Stewart, Eleanor Bumpurs, Bernhard Goetz,
Howard Beach and others. Reported incidents of racial bias
rose 1250/0 in 1988.
There is also widespread graft and corruption in the Koch
administration. High ranking officials have been indicted and
jailed for corruption. Another 20 have resigned and scores
more are under investigation. In the latest scandal, the mayor's
"Talent Bank," a job referral service supposedly aimed at
affirmative action for minorities and women, was exposed as
a crass patronage operation.
It is no surprise that in recent polls, over 70% of the city's
people do not want Koch to run for re-election.
Impact felt

As Manhattan Borough President, Dinkins has already had
an impact on city affairs. He is a strong advocate for progressive policies on homelessness, education, child care and
other issues, stressing a comprehensive, preventative approach
to social problems.
Dinkins has also forced the city to consider the needs of
minority and poor people. For example, he pushed the Board
of Estimate (which previously gave hefty tax rebates to big real
estate developers) to negotiate commitments from luxury
developers to build low-income housing.
Indeed, Koch administration bureaucrats often deride Dinkins
and his staff as "those advocates" who fight for government
to be humane and democratic, and not a crass marketplace
where the city's resources are sold to the highest bidder.
A Dinkins administration would reorient the city's priorities
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and allow for progressive reforms in many areas. African
Americans and other minorities, labor and progressives would
have representation and access to policy.
Campaign

Dinkins is now putting together a campaign organization
and strategy, and will formally launch his campaign this spring.
Bill Lynch, Dinkins' chief of staff and his likely campaign
manager, told Unity that Dinkins' greatest strength is "his
knowledge of the city and his ability to bring people together."
His support is already broad-based, and includes virtually
the entire African American community as well as Latinos
such as Assemblyman Jose Serrano and Councilman Jose
Rivera, and labor leaders like Barry Feinstein of the Teamsters,
Vito Pitta of the hotel workers and Dennis Rivera of Local
1199.
Lynch added that a massive voter registration drive, aimed
especially at 200,000 unregistered African Americans and Latinos, will be part of the campaign.
While Dinkins leads in the polls, the danger of the right
wing cannot be underestimated. Koch is already repackaging
himself as a kinder and gentler mayor. Former U.S. attorney
Rudolph Giuliani, the right-wing "crimebuster," may run. And
the media have already tried to employ the same doublestandard journalism that was used against Jackson.
But excitement and hope for progressive change are high,
not only in New York but throughout the country. The people are ready to work, and work hard, to realize this historic
opportunity.
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The Rainbow
Coalition, the
Black Liberation
Movement and
the Left

O

Karega Hart
AKLAND, CALIF. - As someone who was
active in the '84 and '88 Jackson campaigns
and in my local Rainbow chapter, I know there
is a lot of discussion taking place on the future
direction of the Rainbow. As this debate unfolds,
however, I feel there is a lot of confusion over what the
real issues are.

In reading various left publications, it would seem that the
debate is over whether Jackson is selling out to the Democratic
Party; whether or not there is a need for an independent political
movement or organizing the masses around issues; whether or not
we uphold democratic organization and keeping leadership accountable; whether or not we believe in building the struggle
against the military-industrial complex, etc.
I've been involved in the Black Liberation Movement since
the '60s and I became a Marxist in 1974. I grew up on the
West Side of Detroit in the heart of the Black community,
the son of a bus driver and a beautician. I became active in
struggle as a teenager, and later as an auto worker at Dodge
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Truck. Like most Black workers in auto, I was laid off in the
mid-'70s, and had to sell my family's home. Today I live in
Oakland, where my wife and I are struggling to raise our two
sons in a community so rife with drugs and gangs that children
have a hard time just surviving. I feel the brutalities of
capitalism every day. There is no question in my mind that
we need a fundamental change, and I agree with the concerns
of the left: I agree that we shouldn't be wedded to the
Democratic Party, that we need to build a mass movement
and mass democratic organizations, that progressives need to
run and replace those elected officials who don't serve the
interests of the community.
However, I don't feel these are really the issues that the present differences in the Rainbow revolve around.
African American empowerment

really represents the majority of the people.
This is a real struggle, an historic ~truggle with real goals,
agendas and demands. Within the left, there are some who
support Jackson, but don't really think he can win, either
because they think his progressive agenda is too outside the
"mainstream," or because they think the left's goal in electoral politics is not to win anyway but to "build the movement." For some, the significance of Jesse Jackson, or even
the African American struggle for empowerment itself, is its
ability to lend itself to building an abstract "movement"
defined by the left. This may account for the fact that some
Rainbow activists couldn't wait for the campaign to be over
so they could get back to "building the Rainbow."
But I believe that Jesse Jackson's quest for the Presidency,
his program, and the struggle of the African American people are part of the mainstream of American history and society.
The issues and policies which Jesse Jackson has put forth
are ones which the majority of people can and do agree with.
In the context of volatile social and economic conditions in
the U.S. and the forging of this new electoral majority, I believe
it is possible to elect Jesse Jackson President, if not in 1992
then in 1996 or 2000.
A Jackson Presidency would be a tremendous victory for
democracy and against the right-wing motion of U.S. society.
It would bring about better conditions for the people and
strengthen the mass movement. For these reasons, the left
should wholeheartedly support it and work for it.
The exact nature of the movement, the exact position of
the different class forces within the African American movement and the progressive movement that can elect Jackson,
or the exact character of a Jackson Presidency cannot be
known at this time. It will be determined over the next 10-15
years and will be shaped by factors such as the relative strength
of the mass movement and the left, economic and social conditions, etc. It will not be determined by making certain structural decisions on the Rainbow today.

In my view, the essential question is whether or not we think
Jesse Jackson, an African American, can be elected President of the U.S., and whether or not he has the right to build
an organization which has as its purpose actually winning
the Presidency, and increasing political power for African
Americans, as a s(;'ri()LlS and achievable goal.
This is a profounu.) democratic quest. It draws its strength
and drive from the 400-year-Iong struggle of the African
American people for national equality, democracy and selfdetermination. The struggle for African American empowerment throughout American history has been an incredibly
powerful force, which has affected all of U.S. society. The
African American people are a powerful voting bloc, concentrated in strategic regions of the country. Our struggle for
self-determination helps make possible the democratic demands
of other oppressed and disenfranchised people, the working
class and all progressive aspirations and causes. And this
democratic struggle is objectively against imperialism. It propels society as a whole forward.
Jesse Jackson and the Rainbow are forging a new,
democratic electoral majority of African Americans and other
people of color, workers, farmers and other democratic strata
- a new electoral coalition which, unlike the "majorities"
that put Republicans in the White House for the past 20 years,

The thrust of the Rainbow of necessity, then, is actual empowerment with the real goal of getting Jesse Jackson elected.
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What is the role of the Rainbow?

Jackson sees the Rainbow as a symbol of the movement for
empowerment, as well as an organization for all his supporters
and an actual infrastructure for his Presidential campaign and
campaigns of other African Americans, minorities and progressives. It should be clear therefore what kind of organization we can expect the Rainbow to be and what we should
not expect it to be.
This is not to say that there is no need for the kind of
organization that the left has so eloquently and passionately
argued for. Mass progressive organizations and left-led
organizations are part of the Rainbow movement, and can
and do have an impact on the movement and on Jackson.
But the left cannot expect Jesse Jackson to be personally tied
to an organization which is particularized by local issues or
reflective of mainly one class or one sector of his coalition.
The Rainbow is a united front of diverse class and social
forces - not only the working class, the masses and the left,
but also moderates, the business sector and institutions in the
African American community such as the church. The Rainbow needs a structure where all of Jackson's supporters can
be represented and feel comfortable in. I think the Rainbow
should encourage activism and there should be room for grassroots activists in the Rainbow. But Jackson and the Rainbow
cannot be accountable just to its activist core.
The Rainbow should also not be used by one sector of the
coalition as a club against another. For example, in many local
areas activists want to unseat incumbent Black officials who
they feel have not done enough. There are legitimate criticisms of these officials, but as long as they support Rev.
Jackson, it is not right for the Rainbow to take sides in these
elections. In those cases we should work for the candidates
we support independently of the Rainbow. Otherwise it would
drive some rightful members of the Rainbow out of the
coalition.
Some leftists are understandably uncomfortable with an
organization which gives so much influence to one individual. But we should understand that we are not giving control
of the movement to one individual. It is not ours to give. The
left can and should have its own organizations. Everyone,
together, constitutes the movement. But it's only reasonable

that Jackson would want an organization so intimately tied
to his name and prestige to be one which gives him flexibility,
furthers his campaign needs, and protects his interests. This
is especially reasonable since Jackson, more than any other
politician, has defined his campaign in terms of the broadest
interests of the people. It is unrealistic to expect Jackson to
give his name and prestige to an organization he has no control over.
While the Rainbow organization has a particular role, it
can and does help to build the grass-roots movement. As Jesse
himself has said, "We all win and we all gain." The Rainbow
can do a lot. It can organize around issues and candidates.
But those issues and those candidates must be unifying ones,
ones which would unite and not split the coalition. There are
many issues and candidates we can all unite on. Those are
the ones the Rainbow Coalition can and should work on.
Throughout California the Jackson campaign created conditions to win district elections and encouraged progressives to
run for office. In Oakland, the African American community
was the backbone of the campaign, and in the '88 primary,
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grass-roots Rainbow delegates won more votes than the traditional power brokers. Since the first rule of politics is knowing how to count, this advanced our standing and influence
in local politics.
Mass movement

I am a leftist and an activist. I agree with the goals of the
left, and I certainly want the left to have more influence. But
our influence will be based on what we represent in real life,
the extent to which we are actually rooted among the masses
of working people. It certainly cannot be based on structural
control derived from 50 people in a room taking a vote.
The question of which class will lead the African American
movement will be resolved only as the African American working class and masses become organized and assume an independent role. It is because I recognize this need that I devote
my political energy to community organizing to deal with the
concerns of the African American people - issues like housing, jobs, drugs, education and police brutality.
Jesse Jackson is an important leader, an historic figure, someone I respect and whom I consider my responsibility as
an African American and progressive to support. But he isn't
everything, the Rainbow is not everything and the left should
not try to make the Rainbow Coalition everything. There is
a need to build other organizations to serve other functions.
There is a need for a strong national African American united
front, and I am looking forward to the African American
Summit 1989 Conference in March and the National Black
United Front (NBUF) convention this July. Perhaps the left
should cooperate more and pool resources to build mass
organizations which can organize poor whites in the South
and other areas. There is a lot of work to be done. The Rainbow is a broad united front coalition, of which we are all
a part. The movement will be what we all make it in the years
to come.
Karega Hart is a longtime Black Liberation Movement activist,
a bus driver, a member of the League of Revolutionary Struggle,
and is active in the 9th CD Rainbow Coalition. (The 9th CD Rainbow covers a large part of Oakland's African American community.)

Moving Ahead to
Liberation:
Learning from
the Past
Tim Thomas

W

hen I was growing up in Wilmington, Delaware, we often watched the popular TV
show "Star Trek." Often, Captain Kirk
and Mr. Spock would, in times of trouble, ask Scotty to "beam us up" to safety aboard the
Starship Enterprise.

My foreparents also talked about a ship in their "Sorrow
Songs." That Old Ship of Zion which would carry them safely
to freedom and a better life. Historically, this ship has always
faced rocky, treacherous waters and attacks, both internally
and externally, and our unity has been critical in. enablin.g us
to go forward. As Malcolm X said, "We have the same problem . . . a problem that will make you catch hell whether you
are a Baptist, a Methodist, a Muslim or a nationalist, whether
you are educated or illiterate, whether you live on the boulevard
or in the alley. ... We're all in the same boat."
Conventions

Throughout our history, Black freedom fighters have used
different instruments, from armed self-defense to boycotts to
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demonstrations to music and art to propel our Ship of Zion
forward. Periodically we have held conventions to chart the
course of this greal
In the 1830s conventions set the Black Agenda for the Abolition Movement. They played the same role during the
Reconstruction period. The Niagara Convention set the
Agenda for the Segregation Era, the Garvey Conventions for
the '20s, the conventions of the Civil Rights Congress for the
'30s, the meetings of the March on Washington Movement
for the '40s, the conventions of the NAACP for the '50s, and
the Black Power conferences for the '60s. The Gary Convention of 1972, which produced a Black Agenda and out of
which grew the National Black Assembly (NBA), clearly set
the tone for the '70s.
These conventions cannot accomplish everything, of course.
What different forces bring into these conventions and what
they return to afterwards is what really counts. Winning votes
and resolutions at a convention is not enough to carry them
out once the convention is adjourned, if you do not have the
forces, strategy and tactics to make those resolutions a reality.
Nevertheless, conventions can set a tone and outline an agenda
of priority issues for the movement at any given time.
This year, there is to be an African American Summit called
by Reverend Jesse Jackson and other Black leaders, scheduled
for New Orleans from April 22-23, 1989, as well as a 10th
anniversary convention of the National Black United Front
(NBUF) in July. For these gatherings to be successful, the movement needs to draw lessons from the past, drawing from the
positive and avoiding a repeat of the mistakes.
Gary 1972

The 1972 Gary Convention was the most recent one which
many of us active today participated in. As we prepare in our
respective communities for attending the New Orleans Summit
and the NBUF Convention in New York, I would like to offer
a few lessons from this convention.
Gary represented the coming together of the objective Black
united front. At that time, we can divide the core of the convention into basically two sectors. On one side were anti-

imperialist Pan Africanists represented by Amiri Baraka, chair
of the Congress of Afrikan Peoples (CAP); Nelson Johnson,
chair of the Youth Organization for Black Unity (YOBU);
Owusu Sadaukai of the Malcolm X Liberation University in
Greensboro, North Carolina; Gene Locke of the Lynn Eusan
Institute in Houston, Texas; Ron Daniels, at that time an
organizer of an alternative educational institution in Youngstown, Ohio; and various other nationalists, many with strong
mass ties. The other part of the core was represented by Black
elected officials. Major players here were Mayor Richard Hatcher of Gary, Indiana; Congressman Charles Diggs, D-Mich.,
chair of the House Sub-Committee on Africa, and Congressman Walter Fauntroy, D-D.C. Intellectuals, administrative, and fund-raising experts like Dr. Ronald Walters, Bill
Strickland and Ivanhoe Donald8on were also key.
The coming together of both the Pan African ~ationalists
and the Black elected officials in an "operational unity" provided the basis for the success of the Gary Convention, which
brought together over 8,000 African American delegates,
representing all classes and strata of Black America.
CAP and the Pan Africanists

The main force among the Pan Africanists was the Congress of Afrikan Peoples (CAP), whose members did a lot
of the hard work which enabled the convention to function
and be broadly representative of all sectors of the African
American community, particularly the grass roots. For nine
months prior to the convention, CAP sent organizers around
the country, promoting the convention and identifying local
organizers who could mobilize in their areas. CAP also
mobilized its own mass base, especially from its successful
campaign to elect Kenneth Gibson as mayor of Newark. And
during the convention, CAP members played key roles in areas
like food, child care, registration, housing, transportation and
security.
There were also weaknesses in CAP's practice and approach,
which were weaknesses shared by the Pan Africanist sector
in general. However, CAP members did not go to the same
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extreme as many of us in YOBU* and some other groups.
CAP advanced the slogan "Unity Without Uniformity,"
which came to be a slogan of the entire convention. This meant
that the convention could unite diverse forces around a common agenda, but not seek to achieve uniformity on every issue.
In this way, CAP sought to forge an "operational unity" which
would strengthen the overall movement for Black Liberation.
On the final day, co-convener Amiri Baraka put forward
the proposal which enabled the convention to end on a n?te
of unity and continuity. Though he and CAP agreed WIth
the other Pan Africanists on the need for an independent Black
political party, Baraka worked to unite the convention around
a compromise proposal which would keep those elected officials who were tied to the Democratic Party within the united
front. This proposal, which called for the formation of a National Black Assembly, would allow organizations to retain
their independence within a united front structure. It was overwhelmingly adopted by the convention.
In commenting on the convention, Gary City Controller
Jesse Bell (who co-chaired the arrangements committee with
Mayor Richard Hatcher) said, "Without the assistance of
Baraka and members of his group, I doubt very seriously that
many of the unexpected problems could have been resolved.
They worked with a quiet efficiency that was unparalleled."
(Jet magazine, March 30, 1972.)
At the time, this summation of CAP's positive role at Gary
was not shared by many of us in the Pan Africanist movement from which CAP came. I was a Pan African socialist
at that time, the vice chair of the Youth Organization for Black
Unity (YOBU). I was among those who wrongly criticized CAP
for being "too moderate" and for "conciliating" with the Black
elected officials, as we failed to see that the NBA proposal
and Black unity was in the interests of our people and our
* YOBU was a revolutionary organization of Black students and other
young people which was started in 1969 by student government I~aders
of Black colleges in the South and Black Student Union leaders In Northern universities. Instrumental in YOBU coming together were Cleveland
Sellers, former program secretary of SNCC, and Willie Ricks, youth
organizer for SNCC, both serving during the tenure of Kwame Ture (Stokely
Carmichael) as chairman of SNCC.
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movement, and we thought CAP had basically given up the
fight for one of our key demands. (I hear some of these same
criticisms echoed today about the League of Revolutionary
Struggle, whose legacy in the Black Liberation Movement goes
back to CAP. Some leftists say the League pays "too much"
attention to unity and not enough to the "class struggle." But
the criticism was wrong in 1972, and it is wrong in 1989 as wen.)
Winning a vote is not enough

But YOBU's error at Gary did not just revolve around differences with CAP over the NBA proposal. We had gone to
Gary with the goal of pushing certain issues as far as possible. We wanted to limit the influence of the more moderate
elected officials, and towards that end, we pushed for precisely those issues which we thought would expose their lack
of internationalism and militancy. We saw this as our mission and failed to grasp the negative impact this could have
on the struggle to build a united front. CAP played a unifying role and stood up, correctly, to a lot of our extreme leftism. But on other issues, all of us, including CAP, worked
together in getting a number of resolutions adopted as part
of the National Black Agenda. We won the votes because the
Pan Africanists had mass ties, numbers and organization.
But some of these planks, which did represent the sentiments
of the working and progressive Black masses, were too narrow
to unite the entire convention, sustain the momentum, or to
expect the whole movement to implement once the conven-
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tion was over. The end result of the above-mentioned errors
was that they gave the Congressional Black Caucus and some
other groups and elected officials who had participated in
organizing Gary a reason to distance themselves from the Black
Agenda following the convention.
Of course, some forces were just looking for an excuse to
jump ship. But it's also clear that the errors of the Pan
Africanists gave them the excuse they needed, because we
lacked the sophistication and the recognition of the need to
keep the front united.
Why did we make these mistakes? I will start by saying that
for many of us, we were young, impatient, and in retrospect,
lacking some in wisdom. We were revolutionaries because we
saw what the FBI did to our leaders, and we knew that the
oppressive conditions of our people could not be fundamentally changed without revolution. We wanted revolution, immediately. I say this with no regrets, and with pride in what
we accomplished. But I think, despite our good intentions
and our many contributions, our "left" impetuosity led to
errors.
I've learned the hard way that to pay attention to the importance of preserving unity is not just some liberal way of
avoiding a fight. The united front is one basic weapon in our
arsenal for liberation. And the League's approach of stressing the importance of the united front, while building up the
organized strength of the masses within the front, is the only
way to fight and win. Any other approach will have our ship
of liberation grounded on the rocky reefs that we must
negotiate on our way to liberation.
In spite of the mistakes that I made in 1972, I want to stress
that I was a revolutionary then and I remain a revolutionary
today. In 1973 I became a Marxist and in the years since that
time, through working in a factory, living and organizing for
many years on the Southside of Chicago, through work in
the Free South Africa Movement and in the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, I have learned many lessons. From
the vantage points of more years and more experience I feel
that the primary lesson to draw from both the success and

weakness of the Gary Convention is the importance of the
united front and of the need for revolutionaries and leftists
to build a real base among the masses and in the working class.
Now as we approach the African American Summit and
the NBUF Convention in July, it is very important that we keep
in mind the lessons learned from past experiences. While learning from the past, we also recognize that the conditions of
the Black Liberation Movement are very different than in 1972,
and the lessons cannot be mechanically applied. The nationalists today are not as strong as they were in '72. And
the Summit, which will include more of the Black elected officials, and the NBUF Convention, which includes more of
the nationalists, are being held separately, not as one convention. One day, it is my hope that the two will be united as
one. But even as separate conventions of the African American
people, the same lessons and policies apply in uniting all who
can be united for the goals we share. Thus, at both the African
American Summit as well as the NBUF Convention, program
items, resolutions or tactical plans that narrow, rather than
broaden, the Black united front, must be strenuously avoided.
We must fight for those things which are in the interests
of the vast majority of African Americans and especially the
working class. As socialists, as revolutionaries, as working class
people, we understand that it is the masses, the working class
above all, who have the most interest in forging the broadest
unity of the African American people in a fighting program
to improve the conditions of our life - against drugs and
racist violence, for education, for housing, and for political
power, equality and justice.
I believe we have to forge the broadest possible front in
order to move ahead the struggle for the liberation of our
people. This front must include all sectors of the African
American people because we all suffer national oppression
and subjugation. And I think that critical to the implementation of a successful united front policy are the following lessons
learned through painful trials and errors.
First, in developing and maintaining the united front effort, we must at the same time allow the constituent parts
tohavetheir independent existence. Every party, group or strata
in the united front must be allowed to maintain its ideological,
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Learning for the future

political and organizational independence. This is the recognition that this is a united front, we are united around a common goal, but we have differences as welL Unity with
independence is also necessary since not all of our work can
be carried out through the united front. As revolutionaries
and leftists, we need to be organizing day to day among the
people, building up the independent organized strength of the
working class forces.
Secondly, all elements in the united front effort must take
into consideration the conditions of our people as a whole,
and think and operate in the interest of the majority of our
people. It is very important that individuals and groups grasp
the principle of subordinating their individual or organizational needs to those of our people as a whole.
And lastly, it is very important to work well with our allies
in united front efforts. The oppressive conditions of our people demand the broadest unity. The practice of a correct policy on the united front in the African American movement
calls for the broadest participation from all classes and strata
as well as political tendencies. This means that in both political
program, but also organizational form as well as in our
methods of work, we have to take into account the interests
and different operational methods of all strata of the front.
H's only by adopting this method of work within the Black
Liberation Movement that we can produce the "operational
unity" necessary to move our ship of liberation forward and
beat off the torpedo attacks spun by the Reagan, and now Bush,
administration.
Tim Thomas graduated from George Washington University in 1970
in political science. He was vice chair of the Youth Organization
for Black Unity (YOBU) from 1970-75, and also its coordinator
of international affairs. He became chair of YOBU in 1974. He
moved to Chicago in 1976 to work at the US. Steel South Works
mill, USWA Local 65. He was active in the West Englewood community on the Southside of Chicago, and was a member of the
Chicago Free South Africa Movement and a leader of the Chicago
Coalition for the Homeless. He was a community organizer for
Community Emergency Shelter Organization (CESO) before moving
to Oakland in 1988 to join the staff of Unity.
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