pation of south Korea and U.S. bases in the
Philippines, as well as other acts of U.S. aggres-
sion. The American people have stood up in the
past in support of national liberation in Asia,
and in this same anti-imperialist tradition must
oppose all foreign aggression there today.

The Asian countries’ and peoples’ efforts to
safeguard their national independence and all
that contributes to the struggle against hege-
monismin Asia should be supported. For exam-
ple, it was significant that the recent armed inva-
sion of Kampuchea was protested by almost all
of Asia — by all of the countries in the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
Japan, the socialist Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea and the People’s Republic of
China. Another recent important event which
advances the cause of stability in Asiais the nor-
malization of diplomatic relations between the
U.S. and China.

The American people should also oppose any
appeasement of the Soviet aggressors in Asia.
There is a tendency within the U.S. ruling class
to think that by sacrificing some smaller coun-
tries to the Soviets, Moscow will be satisfied and
a larger conflict will be avoided. This imperi-
alist policy will only result in the opposite, by

whetting the Soviets’ appetite for more and
hastening the outbreak of war.

In this line, the U.S. people must demand that
the U.S. government not recognize the puppet
government installed in Kamuchea by Viet
Nam. The U.S. government’s slanders against
the socialist government of Kampuchea under
Pol Pot must also be opposed. These slanders of
‘‘genocide’’ and ‘‘dictatorship’’ dovetailed
with the Soviet and Vietnamese attacks and
created a hostile atmosphere against Kampu-
chea which enabled the Vietnamese to invade
Kampuchea. Today, these slanders serve to
justify Viet Nam’s occupation of Kampuchea,
and detract from the U.S.’s stated opposition to
the invasion.

The struggles of the Southeast Asian people
— combined with the world’s people, including
the people of the U.S. — defeated U.S. imperi-
alist aggression in Asia five years ago. Today
the people of Kampuchea and the rest of Asia
are struggling against the Soviet imperialists.
With the support of the world’s countries and
people they can deal blows to the Soviets and
combat the danger of a new world war.
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Soviet strategy in Asia

The current Soviet-backed Vietnamese inva-
sion of Democratic Kampuchea is the most re-
cent in an expanding pattern of Soviet aggres-
sion in Asia. Over the past year, the Soviet im-
perialists have greatly increased their position in
Asia through a series of bloody coups d’etat,
armed invasions, troop buildups, and other acts
of bullying, subversion and aggression across
the continent (see map inside).

These moves by the Soviet Union have result-
edinagreat concernamong the Asian countries,
as well as throughout the rest of the world. The
Soviet expansionism in Asia is an ominous sign
of the rapidly escalating contention between the
two imperialist superpowers, the U.S. and the
Soviet Union. Moscow’s Asian strategy is part
of its setting the world stage for launching a war
with the U.S. for complete global hegemony.

Why Asia?

The Soviet Union’s increased activity in Asia
is essentially directed at strengthening its stra-
tegic position towards Europe, which is the
focus of the two superpowers’ contention.

Europe is a highly developed and concentrated
industrial center and therefore has been and
continues to be the key to world control. Both
superpowers have deployed massive armies in
Europe, poised for battle. But at this time there
is a relative stand-off in Europe, with neither
superpower having a great advantage over the
other.

The Soviet Union’s strategy is to edge the
U.S. out of Africa and Asia and strengthen its
position. This is in order to plunder these areas
and build up its own wealth in preparation for a
world war; it is also to gain a strategic advantage
in areas surrounding Western Europe. The
Kremlin’s aim is to outflank and isolate Europe
from Asia and Africa.

Asia is a vast continent, stretching from the
Middle East and the Mediterranean, to the Pa-
cific. Itis the largest of the continents, with the
largest population and vast natural resources. It
adjoins four other continents, and the Soviet
Union itself spans both Europe and Asia.

Across Asia’s southern flank is a series of
waterways which are among the most important
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in the world. Over 70% of Europe’s and 90% of
Japan’s oil is shipped through the Persian Gulf.
The Strait of Malacca is the principal shipping
route between the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
Control of these waterways and trade routes
would enable the Soviet Union to choke Europe
off from oil and other vital imports. Soviet
bases in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean
vastly expand their field of naval operations,
presently limited by lack of warm water ports
and the long distance between their present
bases and Asia.

Anotner factor in the Soviet Union’s Asian
strategy is its desire to encircle socialist China.

Most despicably, the Soviets are utilizing the
old imperialist tactic of using ‘‘Asians to fight
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Asians’’ to carry out their plans. They are using
Viet Nam as their hatchet man in Kampuchea
and as a ‘“Trojan horse’’ towards the other
Southeast Asian and Asian countries.

Oppose Soviet threat in Asia

With each gain that the Soviet imperialists
make in Asia, their appetite grows for more and
brings them closer to launching a new war for
world domination.

The United States, the other superpower, is
extremely worried about Soviet advances and is
trying to hold on to its own position. However,
the U.S. is having much difficulty doing just
this, as can be seen in the failure of its Camp
David efforts to settle the Mideast situation in

Mongolia

(UNITY Map)

its favor; and its inability to cope with the situa-
tion in Iran. The U.S. is trying to shore up its
own position with other moves such as slowing
down its military withdrawal from south Korea
and renewing its lease on its bases in the
Philippines. :

Thus the contention between the two super-
powers is heightening and the danger of a super-
power war is on the increase.

For the people of the United States, it is im-
portant to oppose the two superpowers’ war
preparations. The current situation in Asia, in
particular, calls for taking a firm stand against
Soviet aggression there. The people of the U.S.
must also oppose continued U.S. military occu-
continued on back

A trail

of blood and
subversion
across Asia

Map Legend

(1) The Soviets continue to fan up divisions within the Arab
camp in the Middle East.

(2) The Soviets staged an assassination and abloody coup
d'etat in North and South Yemen during late June, 1978.

(3) The Soviets are trying to infiltrate the Iranian popular
movement and have deployed massive troops on the Soviet-
Iranian border.

(4) The Kremlin staged another coup d'etat in Afghanistan
in July 1978.

(5) Moscow provided weapons for Baluchistan insurrec-
tionists in Pakistan.

(6) Viet Nam is the Soviet “‘outpost” in Asia. The Kremlin
uses Viet Nam to do its dirty work in Asia, stationing 40,000
troops in Laos (7) and invading Kampuchea (8). The Viet Nam
authorities have also given Moscow the go-ahead to establish
anaval base at Cam Ranh Bay. Viet Nam is also being used by
the Soviets to do their bidding in the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), which includes Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines. The
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister toured the ASEAN countries
in October, trying to revive Moscow's idea for a ““collective
security pact."”

(9) Philippines. Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Nikolai
Firyubin recently visited Manila to try to woo the Philippine
government.

(10) The Soviets, who occupy four of Japan's northern
islands, have stepped up military exercises there; they forced
Japan into signing an unequal fishing agreement last April
reducing Japan's limit from 62,000 tons to 42,500 tons of fish
in the open seas. The Soviets also tried desperately to under-
mine the China-Japan friendship treaty.

(11) Last May 9, the Soviets staged an armed attack into
China’s Heilongjiang (Heilungkiang) Province and increased
its militarization along the Soviet-China border.

(12) The Soviets made overtures toward the illegal Chiang
regime on Taiwan and the Pak clique in south Korea (13).

(14) The Soviets have also upgraded their Pacific fleet, and
on several occasions sent warships and planes into Japan's
territorial waters.



